致： 九華各師兄弟

本年為聖方濟沙勿略五佰週年生忌，同時亦為聖依納爵羅耀拉四佰五十週年死忌，正是耶穌會大慶典之年。
香港及九龍華仁的兩所舊生會，得悉到在香港的耶穌會眾神父的一個心願，盼能修飾處於廣東省上川島的聖方濟沙勿略教堂。總工程需費約六十萬元。  兩所華仁的舊生會期盼全數由兩校的舊生籌集得，向耶穌會眾神父表示一份心意。

耶穌會對九華的貢獻，大家都有深刻的感受，很多我們懷念的耶穌會神父都在九華奉獻了一生的精神及心血。而我們九華的畢業生，能回饋耶穌會的機會實在不是太多，今天藉本年的大慶典，我們若能為耶穌會募捐，耶穌會的神父必然感受到九華學梓濃濃的一份情意。
九華校友受惠於耶穌會的教育者眾，此次募捐，不祇求能者之愧贈，更欲求集腋成裘，若能獲數百人之嚮應，將是我輩校友能給耶穌會的一份極有意義的禮物。

九華舊生會將組織及籌集所得以『九龍華仁歷屆學生』的名義捐贈。捐贈者名單將於舊生會的網址公佈。讓各校友能共同分享我們這一份熱誠的華仁精神。

隨函附上Fr. Deignan的信件連同回條一份，請各位師兄弟傳送給其他華仁仔，並侯師兄弟們熱烈的嚮應。

Sincerely,

Felix Tseng (1981)
Chairman, Wah Yan College Kowloon Past Students’ Association Ltd (04-06)

Off: 

29578085

Cell: 
96570777

Fax: 

23045559

Email: 
fxtseng_wyk@yahoo.com
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 Society of Jesus in Hong Kong & Macau
Dear Aphanites,
St. Francis Xavier’s Chapel

This year marks the 500th anniversary of the birth of St. Francis Xavier on 7 April 1506, the 500th anniversary of the birth of Blessed Peter Faber (on 13 April 1506) as well as the 450th anniversary of the death of St. Ignatius Loyola (on 31 July 1556).  They were three of the 7 founding members of the Society of Jesus.

Of the three, St. Francis was the only one who set foot in the East.  His missionary zeal brought him to India, Malacca and Japan.  He was moreover determined to carry the Gospel to China but he had barely arrived there when he was stricken with fever and died on 3 December 1552 on the island of Shangquan (上川島).  A chapel has been erected on the island since 1869 in his memory.  To this day, the island and the chapel have attracted regular visitors and pilgrims.  The chapel has been rebuilt but has over the years become worn out and is now in need of renovation.

To celebrate this Jubilee Year we intend to renovate both the exterior and interior of the chapel.  The works will include re-plastering the exterior, repairing the tiled roof, re-plastering and repainting the interior walls and ceiling, replacing window frames, and renovating the main door.  At this point, we estimate the total cost will be slightly over 600,000 Renminbi.

Your support is needed in order to carry out the renovation programme.  We appeal to you for your generous donation.  If you are interested to assist or have any query, please contact any one of the followings: Dominic Lee (91999699), Daniel So (94241659), Sung Nee (25300202), Wallace Yiu (28228312 / 91252225); Peter Tam (91959040); Toby Lo (28458138 / 90391795); Simon Chan (93883368); Felix Tseng (96570777) and Godfrey Lam (91799619).

Yours sincerely,

Rev. Alfred Deignan, S.J.

[image: image2.jpg]












   
[image: image3.jpg]



A brief introduction to the life of St. Francis Xavier

Francis Xavier was born in 1506 and went to the University of Paris at 17 where he met Ignatius of Loyola, who was 15 years his senior.  Francis was one of the group of seven who in 1534 vowed together in dedicating their lives to the will and service of God, and forming the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1534.

In 1541 Francis sailed with two companions from Portugal to the Portuguese colony of Goa on the west coast of India (arriving in May 1542), where he set about learning the language and writing a catechism for the instruction of converts.

He visited the prisons and the hospitals, conducted worship services among the lepers, and walked the streets ringing a bell to call the children for religious instruction.  His chief method of instructing the people was to write verses in their language setting forth the truths of the Christian faith, and set them to music.  Both words and tunes tended to be “catchy,” and his doggerel instructions were extremely popular and were sung everywhere.  He preached tirelessly, both to the native peoples and to the Europeans living there.

After five months in Goa, Francis went to the east coast of India, near Sri Lanka (Ceylon), where he preached to a people called the Paravas, with considerable success.

Throughout most of 1545 to 1547, Francis preached in Malacca and other places on or near the Malay Peninsula.  Here he encountered a Japanese expatriate (Anjiro, later baptized as Paul), and became interested in the possibility of a Japanese mission.  In 1549 he set sail, landing on the southern tip of Kyushu.  He set himself to learn Japanese.  A year later he and his companions moved to Miyako (now Kyoto) and there soon made 2,000 converts.  Leaving some priests in charge, Francis returned to India and then sailed eastward again, determined to carry the Gospel to China, at that time closed to outsiders.

Francis arrived in a Portuguese vessel at the small island of Shangquan near the coast of China. While planning the best means for reaching the mainland, he was taken ill, and as the movement of the vessel seemed to aggravate his condition, he was removed to the land, where a crude hut had been built to shelter him. In these wretched surroundings he breathed his last on 3 December 1552.  His body was brought back to Goa and buried there.  He was canonized on 12 March 1622 together with Ignatius Loyola.  Pope Pius X proclaimed him patron of all foreign missions in 1904.
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 Society of Jesus in Hong Kong & Macau
DONATION FORM
I hereby donate 

· HK$300.00 

· HK$500.00

· HK$




by cheque no. 



 for the renovation and refurbishment of St. Francis Xavier’s Chapel in Shangquan Island.  (Please issue cheque payable to “Wah Yan College Kowloon Past Students’ Association Ltd.” and mark on the back “for Xavier’s Chapel”.)  

Name:






Class Year:





Tel No:






Email:






Your cheque may be mailed to: 

Felix Tseng, 

Chairman, Wah Yan College Kowloon Past Students’ Association Ltd, 

102 Austin Road, 22nd Floor, Kowloon

Electronic Deposit may be made to HSBC Account No. 808-024525-001 (Please fax deposit slip to 23045559 for deposit tracing)

Further Inquiry: 
Felix Tseng





Off: 29578085, Cell: 96570777





Email: fxtseng_wyk@yahoo.com
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Recent Events in this Jubilee year 2006 of the Society of Jesuits

Jesuit Jubilee Thanksgiving Mass


Date:

11 March 2006


Time: 

6:00pm


Venue: 
St. Ignatius Chapel, Wah Yan College Kowloon

Jesuit Jubilee Eucharistic Celebration 2006

Date: 

7 April 2006 (500th Birthday of St. Francis Xavier)

Time: 

3:00pm

Venue: 
Queen Elizabeth Stadium, Wanchai

Participating Schools: -

Wah Yan College, Kowloon

Wah Yan College, Hong Kong

Marymount Secondary School

St. Francis Canossian College

Pun U Wah Yan Primary School

St. Francis Xavier School

St. Francis Xavier College
















